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Wilo Global WATER AI Academy connects water 

and AI expertise worldwide 

Technology group establishes education, innovation and cooperation hub 

 

Dortmund/Dubai. The Wilo Group establishes the Global WATER AI Academy. 

With this initiative, the water technology group connects science and industry 

worldwide and promotes applied science and innovation as well as cooperation 

in the fields of water and AI across industry and national borders. The first 

partnership of the new institution is aimed at students and experts: Together 

with the internationally recognised Heriot-Watt University, the Global WATER AI 

Academy is designing an educational offer that is accredited in the international 

higher education system. 

 

“The establishment of the Global WATER AI Academy consistently follows our 

overarching sustainability strategy,” says Oliver Hermes, President & Global CEO 

of the Wilo Group. “We are improving the quality of people’s lives around the 

world by systematically merging water technology and AI.” This approach is 

expressed in the guiding principle WATER AI – Wilo's answer to the AI age. “We're 

talking about the three Es: Embed, Enable, Embrace. We embed AI into our 

solutions, which in turn creates a lasting impact in the market. This also includes 

enabling the entire AI value chain. And of course, we at Wilo embrace AI in our 

daily work.” 

 

Specifically, Wilo's sustainable and AI-integrated solutions support the 

development of smart and water-efficient urban regions, according to the Wilo 

CEO. In addition, access to clean water will be controlled more intelligently – and 

thus improved. Food security is also increasing, for example, through digital 

solutions in agricultural irrigation. “Healthcare will also be improved by the use 

of AI in water technology. And finally, the digital and AI age itself depends on 

smart water technologies: We enable the infrastructures of the AI economy to 

be water-efficient,” says Oliver Hermes. “Our strategic guiding principle, WATER 
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AI, follows exactly this insight: A sustainable future is only possible if we think 

of water and AI together.” 

 

Heriot-Watt University (HWU) is a public university headquartered in Edinburgh, 

Scotland, with international campuses in Dubai and Malaysia. More than 20 years 

ago, it was the first foreign university to establish a campus in Dubai. HWU Dubai 

and the Wilo Group, whose regional headquarters for the AMEA region and a 

recently expanded Green Fab are located in Dubai, can already look back on 

several years of successful partnership. The first jointly designed online module 

course is certificate-eligible and credit-point-based. 

 

“We are delighted to have established this partnership with Wilo. Water and AI 

are two pillars of global progress, with both representing areas of internationally 

recognised expertise at Heriot-Watt University. Our online learning modules 

deliver a level of quality and engagement that sets a new benchmark for digital 

education. Each module is carefully crafted to combine academic rigour with an 

intuitive, user-friendly experience, ensuring that learners benefit from 

meaningful and impactful content in an engaging and exciting way,” says 

Professor Lynne Jack, Deputy Vice Principal at Heriot-Watt University Dubai. 

 

“With the new Global WATER AI Academy, we embrace human-centred AI and 

AI partnerships. We are combining the most important resource of our planet 

with this future technology,” adds Wilo CEO Oliver Hermes. With its offer, the 

Academy looks to engage a broad group of pupils, trainees, students, career 

starters and experienced professionals – inside and outside Wilo. Although the 

Academy is managed from the Wilo Group's Dortmund headquarters, “it clearly 

seeks to establish a globally connected knowledge and innovation community. 

The same applies to the partner network, which is continuously being expanded 

and of course also benefits from the offers.” 

 

Learn more at: wilo-global-water-ai-academy.com.  

https://wilo.com/en/Global-Water-AI-Academy/
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Caption: The Wilo Group establishes the Global WATER AI Academy – a global 

education, innovation and cooperation hub. Image: WILO SE 

 

 

Caption: “A sustainable future is only possible if we think of water and AI 

together,” says Oliver Hermes, President & Global CEO of the Wilo Group, on the 

occasion of the founding of the Global WATER AI Academy. Image: WILO SE 
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Caption: The collaboration between Wilo and Heriot-Watt University Dubai has 

a long tradition. Together, the two partners have set up a learning laboratory on 

campus that makes Wilo's technology tangible in a digitalised environment. This 

enables engineering students to receive a practical education at the highest level. 

Image: WILO SE 
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Press contact: 

Silas Schefers 

Wilo Group 

T: +49 231 4102 7160 

M: +49 173 895 91 87 

silas.schefers@wilo.com  

 

 

About Wilo: 

Wilo is a pioneer in sustainable and intelligent premium water solutions for global challenges – creating impact for 

everyone. Our actions are guided by the overarching Wilo sustainability strategy and its core impact areas: 

Creating, Caring, Connecting. More than 9,000 employees worldwide work every day on innovations with a clear 

goal: to improve people's quality of life. In building services, water management and industry, we move, treat 

and control the most important resource on our planet. For over 150 years, we have been thinking ahead – and 

today, as an innovation leader in our industry, we are shaping the digital and AI era. This is what we call: 

Pioneering for You. 

 

For more information, see www.wilo.com.  

 

About Heriot-Watt University Dubai: 

As the first British university to establish a campus in Dubai in 2005, Heriot-Watt University Dubai has become a 

pioneer in the UAE's higher education market. Known for world-class teaching and cutting-edge research, the 

university maintains strong links to business and industry, attracting a diverse population of undergraduate and 

postgraduate students. Over 90% of Heriot-Watt graduates secure graduate-level jobs or further study within six 

months of graduation. 

 

For more information, please visit https://www.hw.ac.uk/dubai.  
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